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Message from the Vision Quest Board
We hope everyone enjoyed
themselves, and we encourage
you to mark your calendars for
the 19th annual

Vision Quest Conference
& Trade Show
May 12 to 14, 2015
See you then!

Vision Quest Board Members with Don Burnstick (Left to Right)
Carol Johnston, George Leonard, Don Burnstick, Leann Brown, Rick Ducharme and Kim Bullard

Wow, hard to believe we just finished the 18th Vision Quest!
We enjoyed bringing you the annual Vision Quest Conference
& Trade Show, where more than 1000 participants came to
RBC Convention Centre Winnipeg from across Manitoba and
Canada to share knowledge and celebrate successes.
There were 99 exhibitors on display at the Trade Show, making
it the largest we’ve ever had. We also enjoyed the most public
visitors to the Trade Show, after CTV Morning Live broadcast
on-location, and our many media partners helped get word out
that admission was free.
We are grateful for all who contributed to Vision Quest’s success
this year – sponsors, media partners, speakers, presenters,
delegates, exhibitors, staff, volunteers, and guests. Special thanks

to our 2014 Honourary Chair - David McLeod, Vision Quest
Elder - Levinia Brown, the Manitoba Chapter of the National
Aboriginal Veterans Association, and our singers, dancers,
entertainers, artists, and emcees.
We look forward to making more announcements soon about
the 2015 Vision Quest Conference & Trade Show. Till then,
please stay in touch with us on social media. You can find us on
Facebook and Twitter.

From the Board of Directors Vision Quest Conferences Inc.
Kim Bullard, Dakota Ojibway CFDC
Carol Johnston, Southeast CFDC
Leann Brown, North Central CFDC

Rick Ducharme, Cedar Lake CFDC
George Leonard, Kitayan CFDC

From Vision to Reality

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

The words ‘from vision to reality’ reflect the theme of the annual Vision Quest
Conference & Trade Show, and this year’s keynote presenters took these words
to heart in the stories they shared.
Comedian and motivational speaker
Don Burnstick told about how he hit
rock bottom before becoming sober, and
learned how to use laughter as medicine.
During his healing journey, he was given
the opportunity to speak at a conference,
and that was the start of his new life as
a performer.
“I threw a pebble in a pond, and it just
rippled,” he said. “I use laughter to help
heal, and leave people feeling good,”
said Burnstick. “My goal is to make
people laugh to the point where they cry.
That’s a spiritual, divine laugh, and it’s
very powerful for healing.”
Vision Quest’s second keynote speaker
was also affected by alcohol. Awardwinning actor Michelle Thrush grew
up with alcoholic parents, and felt deep
shame about it. “I always felt less than,”
she said.
The realization that her parents had a
problem came in high school, while
performing in her very first play. That
night, she found herself embarrassed
that her parents were drunk and in the
audience. Her secret was exposed.
“Not only was I one of the only brown
girls in school, but my parents were
alcoholics.”

Michelle Thrush

That night, she also found her
conviction. “I wanted to run, but if
I did, I would have let everyone down.”

desire to tell his story. “My dream now is
to tell my story so nobody else will have
to lose everything like I did.”

In years to come, as Michelle pursued
a career in acting, it became her goal
to create characters that would affect
people. “I had the ability to use my
imagination, and I wanted to use it
to make change. I just want to create,
and make a difference in this world
from what I do.”

“Getting on this stage and telling this
story, that’s my Super Bowl. I have a fire
inside, and I know that this is what I’m
supposed to be doing.”
“This is not the end of my story.
This is the end of my beginning.”

Vision Quest’s third keynote speaker
Stefan Richard shared his story about
how he achieved his goal of becoming
a wrestler, and should have been living
his dream. But in reality, his life was
a nightmare.
“I had to realize that I am a drug addict,
and I can’t function properly,” he told the
Vision Quest audience. “I had a serious
problem going on inside that I had to
fix. I believed nothing I did was right,
and that I was destined to fail. I lost jobs,
friends and opportunities, before
I realized I can’t escape myself.”

Don Burnstick

Vision Quest Conference & Trade Show

As he learned to live life one day at a
time, without drugs, he felt the burning

Stefan Richard

ON THE BIG SCREEN

Opening night at Vision Quest gave delegates the option of watching a movie,
and having a few laughs. More Than Frybread is a feature-length comedy
about 22 Arizona tribal representatives who convene in Flagstaff to compete
for the first-ever State of Arizona frybread championship.
On the final afternoon, Just TV featured videos produced by their youth
members, showcasing the talent and ambition of this next generation
of filmmakers.
Just TV provides youth with opportunities to express themselves through
multimedia in a safe, fun, creative environment. Participants engage in
all facets of the audio and video industry and make videos based on their
interests, experiences, activities, and lives, including a body of work aimed
at dissuading young children from negative influences.
For the second year, Just TV also produced the Vision Quest Conference
& Trade Show video that was shown at the closing Banquet. If you missed
it, please take a few minutes to watch the video on our website
vqconference.com, and see the great work they do.

A YOUTH’S
PERSPECTIVE
By Erica Marie Daniels

My name is Erica Marie Daniels, and
this was my second year attending and
filming the Vision Quest Conference
& Trade Show. I’m one of the youth
facilitators/alumni with the Just TV
program, and if you’ve attended Vision
Quest then I’m sure you’ve seen one or
two of us youth running around with
a camera. It’s always a great experience
Erica Marie Daniels
to interview the board members, guest
speakers, and youth, compile all the
footage into a quick turn-around video, Last but not least, I was also excited
and have it shown at the closing gala.
and very honoured to have been one of
Something else I enjoy is listening to the the workshop presenters this year. I was
amazing presenters. As an entrepreneur, able to host and showcase the talents of
the many youth that I work with in the
I’m always eager to learn from people
who have so much experience running Just TV Program. For them to be able
their own businesses. Every year I leave to share their stories and videos with
the Vision Quest audience was a great
Vision Quest with new knowledge.
opportunity for all of us. Thank you
I also love socializing and networking
Vision Quest – I can’t wait until
with the Trade Show exhibitors. I’ve
next year!
met many knowledgeable people and
discovered great opportunities that I
wouldn’t have otherwise.

Awards & Prizes
Vision Quest Prize Draws
Conference Evaluation Draw Winner #1:
Sheryl Nepinak, Skownan First Nation –
original painting by Victoria McIntosh.

Conference Evaluation Draw Winner #2:
Paul Richard, Sandy Bay – Soapstone
Sculpture by R. Noel, donated by
All Nations Print

Workshop Evaluation Draw Winner:

Marteen Campeau, Sapotaweyak Cree
Nation – Trip for 2 to Las Vegas, donated by
Clement Travel Services

Exhibitor Evaluation Draw Winner:
J & B Crafts

Award Presentations

Vision Quest: Steve Prince Memorial Bursary
The Steve Prince Memorial Bursary is
presented annually at the closing Banquet
by the family of the late Steve Prince. The
award provides $1000 to an Aboriginal
student at the University of Manitoba in the
I.H. Asper School of Business. The recipient
chosen is one who excels academically, and
demonstrates community involvement.
This year, the
award went to
Brayden Harper.

Aboriginal Business Service Network
& Vision Quest Conferences Inc. present

The Aboriginal Business Service Network
(ABSN), in partnership with Vision Quest
Conferences Inc., held the Dragon’s Quest
Business Plan Competition. Dragon’s Quest
saw finalists make a live pitch to a panel of
business professionals. And the winners were…

Urban Category Winner
Alan Lavoie –
Aeroseal Winnipeg

Rural Category Winner
Cherie Fontaine –
Cub’s Closet

From Vision to Reality

Special Thanks

LASTING IMPRESSIONS...

Vision Quest Conferences Inc. is a non-profit
charitable organization formed through
partnerships with five Aboriginal Community
Futures Development Corporations:
Cedar Lake CFDC; Dakota Ojibway CFDC;
Kitayan CFDC; North Central CFDC;
and Southeast CFDC.

“The conference is always entertaining.”
- Diana R. Roulette (delegate)

“Best Vision Quest yet! Exceptional turnout.”
- Lindsay Dandeneau (speaker)

Special thanks to our volunteers who are
integral to the success of Vision Quest!

Workshop comments:
“Very engaging… kept us interested and involved…”
“Inspiring and encouraging words.”
“Excellent presentations and ideas for Aboriginal
businesses in rural and urban areas.”

Vision Quest Conferences Inc. would like
thank the many generous Sponsors and Partners
who helped make the Vision Quest Conference
& Trade Show possible this year:

Premier Sponsor:

Aboriginal Affairs and
Northern Development Canada

GOT NEWS, FEEDBACK, IDEAS?
Vision Quest wants to know your good news! If you made special connections at
Vision Quest, we’d love to feature your success story on the Vision Quest website.
Have an idea for a speaker, entertainer or workshop you’d like to see at Vision Quest
in 2015? Or maybe you have feedback about this year? We want to know that, too.
Please send your story, feedback, or suggestions to admin@vqconference.com.

Province of Manitoba

Gold Sponsors:

Enbridge Pipelines Inc.
MTS Allstream
South Beach Casino & Resort

Conference Bag Sponsor:

SEE YOU NEXT YEAR!

Aseneskak Casino

Mark your calendars for the 19th Vision Quest Conference & Trade Show –
May 12 to 14, 2015. See you there!

ABOUT VISION QUEST CONFERENCE & TRADE SHOW
Vision Quest brings together innovators, entrepreneurs and business leaders
to discuss and promote Aboriginal business, community and economic
development. At the heart of Vision Quest is the mission of supporting
sustainable Aboriginal economic development, and the goal of the emergence
of best business practices that support and synergize community and
individual development.

Vision Quest Coordinating Team:
Conference Coordinators:
Debbie Maslowsky & Melanie Rennie

Administration Assistant:
Dawn Sparks

Administrator, Registration and
Trade Show Sales Coordinator:
Anne-Marie Thibert

Publicity & Communications Manager:
RoseAnna Schick, RAS Creative

Bookkeeper and Volunteer Supervisor:
Stacey Beito

Diamond Sponsor:

Graphic Design & Website:
Sarah Maharaj and Robert Coté, KiK Innovation

Vision Quest Conferences Inc.
200 - 208 Edmonton St.
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 1R7
Phone: (204) 942-5049 / Toll Free: 1-800-557-8242
Fax: (204) 231-8321
Email: admin@vqconference.com
Web: www.vqconference.com
Find us on Facebook
facebook.com/VQconference

Follow us on Twitter
@VQconference

Media Partners:

AMIK.ca
APTN
CBC Manitoba
Energy 106
First Nations Voice
Grassroots News
NationTalk
NCI FM/Rhythm FM
SAY Magazine
Weetamah

Silver Sponsors

Aboriginal Business Service Network
City of Winnipeg – Oshki Annishinabe
Nigaaniwak
Economic Development Winnipeg
First Peoples Economic Growth Fund
Manitoba Hydro
Manitoba Liquor and Lotteries

Banquet Table Sponsors:

Assiniboine Credit Union
BDO Canada LLP
CN Aboriginal Affairs
First Nations Insurance Services LP
Manitoba Public Insurance
RBC Convention Centre Winnipeg

THANK YOU
TO ALL OF OUR
VALUED DELEGATES!

