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Message from the Vision Quest Board

SOUTHEAST CFDC

We hope everyone enjoyed
themselves, and we encourage you to
mark your calendars for the

21st Annual
Vision Quest Conference
& Trade Show
May 16 to 18, 2017

See you then!

Vision Quest Board Members (Left to Right) George Leonard, Leann Brown, Rick Ducharme, Carol Johnston and Kim Bullard.

As we head into winter, we’d like to take
a moment to reflect back on the 20th
Vision Quest Conference & Trade Show.
It was a success because of you, and we
are grateful for your participation.
Vision Quest brings together
innovators, educators, entrepreneurs
and leaders to discuss and promote
Aboriginal business, community and
economic development. Our mission
is to encourage the emergence of best
business practices that support and
synergize First Nations. It is also our
goal to inspire the youth delegation that
attends Vision Quest, because they are
our leaders of tomorrow.

Thank you to our sponsors, media
partners, speakers, presenters, delegates,
exhibitors, volunteers, staff, and guests.
We hope you took a little something
away from attending Vision Quest,
as you continue along on your
own journey.
Please join us next year, from May 16-18,
when Vision Quest turns 21! Until then,
stay in touch on Facebook and Twitter,
and watch for 2017 announcements
coming soon!

From the Board of Directors–
Vision Quest Conferences Inc.
Kim Bullard, Dakota Ojibway CFDC
Carol Johnston, Southeast CFDC
Leann Brown, North Central CFDC
Rick Ducharme, Cedar Lake CFDC
George Leonard, Kitayan CFDC

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

INEZ POINT

Assess; plan; implement: three words that represent the blue print
for success of Inez Point, keynote speaker at the 2016 Vision Quest
Conference & Trade Show.
“First, you have to ask yourself, what’s your passion? What’s your
talent? Assess what you have to work with, figure out your vision,
and then make a plan to turn your vision into reality,” says Inez,
an award-winning artist and one of Canada’s top Aboriginal
musicians.
Her album Burn Me Down was nominated for a JUNO Award and
Western Canadian Music Award, and received Aboriginal Peoples
Choice Music Awards for Best Pop Album and Best Producer/
Engineer. On top of this, Inez is also a registered nurse, mother
of two, and a nationally-recognized role model, as dedicated to
realizing her own dreams as she is to inspiring others to reach
for theirs.

“When I started out, I had no idea about business. But I had
a passion for art, and a passion to learn. So I did learn. I used
the internet. I took courses and workshops, to learn about
marketing and performance. It was all terrifying, but I took it
one step at a time.”
“You don’t always need to know what
you are doing when you set out, but
you can learn what you need to
know along the way.”

“Take the time to dream something profound. My mother used
to say to me ‘my girl, figure out what you wanna do, and then
go and kick down the door.’ That’s the same advice I would
give to others.”

JOE ROBERTS
“Life has a way of ‘life-ing’ you,” says Joe
Roberts, keynote speaker at the 2016 Vision
Quest Conference & Trade Show. He grew up
in a middle class family, where he felt loved
and safe. It wasn’t until he lost his father in
1975 that his home situation changed –
for the worse.

life around. Up to that point, I could never
see my own possibility, so I never took
any steps. But I realized that day there was
something extraordinary inside me – more
to me than I could see.”

At 15, he went to jail for the first time. At 17,
he dropped out of school. At 18, he started to
experiment with intravenous drugs, and found
himself homeless and living on the streets of
Vancouver. Fortunately, life also has a way of
intervening when you’re willing to change,
and your heart is open.

Roberts began the long road to cleaning up
his life, and today, is president and CEO of a
successful multimedia company, and a highly
respected business and community leader. His
Push for Change initiative – which involves
Roberts pushing a shopping cart across
Canada – is part of his personal mission to
help prevent youth homelessness. “I promised
I would pay it forward.”

He was at the lowest of his lows
when a chance encounter with an
unlikely stranger named Gus gave
him hope. “He told me, ‘there’s so
much more to you then you can see’
and that was the start of turning my

Vision Quest Conference & Trade Show

“So I put my head down, and worked
really hard.”

“Find the change you can be, and throw
your life at it.”

Award Presentations

CO-CHAIRS CONNECTED
TO THE VERY FIRST
VISION QUEST
Each year, Vision Quest chooses distinguished
members of the Aboriginal business community
to be recognized as Honourary Chairs. For 2016,
two individuals were chosen as Co-Chairs, both
of whom have special connections to the very first
Vision Quest in 1997.

VISION QUEST CONFERENCES INC.
STEVE PRINCE MEMORIAL BURSARY
The Steve Prince Memorial Bursary is presented
annually at the closing Banquet by the family
of the late Steve Prince. The award provides
$1000 to an Aboriginal student at the University
of Manitoba in the I .H. Asper School of
Business. The recipient chosen is one who
excels academically, and demonstrates
community involvement.
Brenda Parsons, Honourary Chair

Brenda Parsons, Owner of All Nations Print: “Twenty years ago, I attended the
first-ever Vision Quest Conference. Twenty years later, I own and operate a 14-yearold, award-winning small business. Twenty
years ago, being an entrepreneur and business
owner was not in the game plan, however,
Vision Quest changed my life forever.”

Ian Cramer, Honourary Chair

Ian Cramer, CEO of First Peoples Economic
Growth Fund Inc.: “It was an honour to be
part of the Vision Quest Board in the early
years, and an even bigger honour to be invited
back to celebrate the 20th anniversary of what
has become one of the largest and longest
running Aboriginal economic development
events in Canada.”

STUDENT PARTICIPATION
Thanks to the Winnipeg Foundation, 70 students were able to attend the 2016 Vision
Quest Conference & Trade Show in 2016. Here’s what some of them had to say about
their experience…
“The Vision Quest Conference was a great opportunity. The workshops and speakers I had the
privilege of listening to were very well done. The conference really left me with a feeling of pride
to be Aboriginal and makes me want to work hard to reach my full potential. I can see starting a
business as a possible future opportunity for myself. It was evident that the business world takes
a lot of hard work, but it was great to see that if they can do it, so can I.”
— Student, St. John’s High School
“I got to hear Joe Roberts talk about
his life. His struggles and his success
were really inspiring. It showed how
much of a hard worker he is. I see my
own family with struggles just like
him and his story gives me hope.”
— Student, St. John’s High School
“I really liked it because we got to learn
a lot about how you have to work
for what you want and you need to
believe in yourself. I also had a lot of
fun going to the booths and learning
about career paths.”

This year, the award was given
to two recipients: Laura Kiefer,
a recent graduate who majored
in Marketing and Entrepreneurship,
and Jesse Yarechewski, entering
his third year of studies in Human
Resources and Entrepreneurship.
Congratulations to both of these
inspiring youth!

DRAW WINNERS
Conference Evaluation Draw: Fiona Loonfoot
from Kitiganwacheeng Health Services in Garden
Hill First Nation won a trip for two to Las Vegas,
courtesy of Clement Travel Services.
Workshop Evaluation Draw: Cyrus Smokeyday,
from the Aboriginal Youth Entrepreneur Program
in Kinistin First Nation, Saskatchewan, won a
soapstone sculpture by artist Anita Issaluk,
courtesy of All Nations Print.
Banquet Door Prize: Bailie Germs, from the
Aboriginal Youth Entrepreneur Program in Kinistin
First Nation, Saskatchewan, won original artwork
created onsite during the Banquet by artist
Shawna Grapentine.

SAVE THE DATES!
Planning for the 21st Vision Quest
Conference & Trade Show is already
in the works, and we hope you will
save the dates:

May 16 -18, 2017

Have an idea for a speaker, entertainer or
workshop you’d like to see at Vision Quest?
If you do, please contact us through our
website or social media:

vqconference.com
@VQconference
facebook.com/VQconference

— Student, Sargent Park School

From Vision to Reality

Aboriginal Business Service Network
& Vision Quest Conferences Inc. present

Have you started a business recently?
Are you planning to start a business?
Are you First nations, Métis or Inuit?
Why not enter your business plan to
the 5th Annual Dragon’s Quest Business
Planning Competition for a chance to...

During the 2016 Vision Quest Conference, Dragon’s
Quest finalists make a live pitch to a panel of business
professionals. And the winners were…

WIN $5,000!
Completed Business Plans must be received
by Friday March 10, 2017, at 4:30 pm.
• To be eligible for the contest visit
www.cfmanitoba.ca and click on the
Aboriginal Business Plan icon for contest
information or to download an entry form.

Urban Category Winner
Chantel Wilson,
Our Native Exquisite
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Rural Category Winner

Marie Walker,
Have you started a business recently?
Two Timerz
Consignment
Thrift
Shop
Are you
planning to start
a business?
Selkirk, Are
Manitoba
you First nations, Métis or Inuit?

• For more information, contact the ABSN
coordinator at 204-944-8438 or email
dsmith@cfmanitoba.ca.

One of the most popular features
of Vision Quest is the Trade Show,
which sold out this year. On display
were
business
service
Why not enter your
business
plan suppliers,
to
the 5th Annual Dragon’s
Quest
Business groups, economic
providers,
hospitality
Planning Competition
for a chanceeducational
to...
organizations,
institutions,
and a wide selection of artists and
artisans with one-of-a-kind creations.

WIN $5,000!
• Completed Business Plans must be received by
Friday March 10, 2017, at 4:30 pm.

• To be eligible for the contest visit www.cfmanitoba.ca
and click on the Aboriginal
2015 Urban Category Winners:
Chantel Wilson – Our Native Exquisite,
Winnipeg, Manitoba

ABOUT VISION QUEST

• Business Plan icon for contest information or to
download an entry form.
• For more information, contact the

ABSN
Coordinator
204-944-8438innovators, entrepreneurs
The Vision Quest Conference & Trade or
Show
bringsat:together
email: dsmith@cfmanitoba.ca.
and business leaders to discuss and promote Aboriginal business, community and
economic development. At the heart of Vision Quest is the mission of supporting
sustainable Aboriginal economic development, and the goal of the emergence of best
business practices that support and synergize community and individual development.

Vision Quest Conferences Inc.
200 - 208 Edmonton St.
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3C 1R7
Phone: 204-942-5049
Fax: 204-943-1735
Email: admin@vqconference.com
Web: www.vqconference.com

The 20th Vision Quest Conference & Trade
Show would like to say THANK YOU to the
many generous Sponsors who helped make
this year’s events possible:

Premier Sponsor:
Aboriginal Affairs
& Northern Development Canada

Diamond Sponsor:
Province of Manitoba

Platinum Sponsor:
The Winnipeg Foundation

Gold Sponsors:
LiUNA
MSAR Service Dogs
South Beach Casino & Resort

Media Partners:

EXPANDED TRADE SHOW
A GREAT SUCCESS

2016 Rural Category Winner:
Marie Walker – Two Timerz Consignment
Thrift Shop, Selkirk, Manitoba

Special Thanks

COME AND BE SOCIAL
WITH US!
Find us on Facebook
facebook.com/
VQconference
Follow us on Twitter
@VQconference

Amik.ca
APTN
First Nations Voice
NCI FM/Rhythm FM
SAY Magazine

Conference Bag Sponsor:
First Peoples Economic Growth Fund

Silver Sponsors
Aboriginal Business Service Network
City of Winnipeg – Oshki Annishinabe
Nigaaniwak
Enbridge Pipelines Inc.
Manitoba Hydro
Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries
MTS Allstream
Northern Values

THANK YOU
TO ALL OF OUR
VALUED DELEGATES!

GOT NEWS,
FEEDBACK, IDEAS?
Vision Quest wants to know your
good news! If you made special
connections at Vision Quest, we’d
love to feature your success story on
the Vision Quest website, and in our
social media feeds. Please email us
at admin@vqconference.com.

